Spanish and French Colonization Notes—Chapter 6, Lesson 1 
A. New Spain—Southern Part of North America
a. First came to the Caribbean to search for gold

b. When the gold was gone, they set up farms in the Caribbean to grow sugar cane

c. The Spanish moved to the mainland where they built large ranches and plantations

i. The Spanish began to use Native Americans as slaves on their plantations and mines

ii. Encomiendas: land owned by wealthy Spanish settlers, some included Indian villages

iii. As Native Americans died, they brought over enslaved Africans to work 

d. Along with settlers, Spain also sent over priests to set up missions

i. Mission: church and schools to teach the Indians about the Roman Catholic Faith

e. The Indians even had to pay a tax to the government in New Mexico to pay for the salaries of Spanish soldiers and government officials

B. French Settlements—Northern Part of North America
a. They hoped to find precious metals, but instead found riches of fish and fur

b. Indians traded them beaver furs for their axes, knives and other metal goods

c. Samuel de Champlain founded Quebec in 1608 so that the French could easily stop rival traders from bringing their goods down the river

i. Fort: a military post for defense

ii. By the 1600s, about 2,500 people lived in Quebec
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