Unit 2: Explorers Vocabulary

Vikings: a group of explorers from Norway, Denmark, and Sweden that sailed to North American over 1,000 years ago. They started a small settlement in what is now Canada.

exploration: to travel in order to discover something

political: having to do with government

merchant: a person who makes living by buying and selling goods

profit: the money that is left after you subtract the costs of running a business

technology: the use of knowledge, skills and tools

navigation: the science of determining a ship’s location and direction

astrolabe: an early scientific tool used to determine how far north or south of the equator ship was

encounter: a meeting between two people or two groups

exchange: trading of objects or ideas

slavery: a system that forced people to work and treated enslaved people as property

The Columbian Exchange: the exchange of plants, animals, diseases and ideas between the “New World” and the “Old World”
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empire: a group of kingdoms or nations taken over and ruled by one leader

vegetation region: a region characterized by the kind of plants that grow there

savanna: a region with tall grass and few scattered trees

tropical rainforest: an evergreen forest in a tropical area with lots of rain and very hot weather

Islam: one of the major religions of the world, introduced into West Africa over 1,000 years ago

Muslim: someone who belongs to the religion of Islam

Archaeology: a special branch of history in which people study objects from the past

artifacts: things from the past that are left for us to study (old tools, dishes, sculptures, etc.)

oral history: history that is passed along by speaking and not written down

griot: an historian and storyteller responsible for keeping the oral history of an area

